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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 6498 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AFSP, AEMR, SY 

SUBJECT: DAO STATION WAGON AND RADIOS SEIZED BY LAA 
REF: (A) BEIRUT 6493, (B) DAMASCUS 4794 

1 . IN FURTHER ATTEMPT TO SECURE RELEASE OF STATION WAGON, 
DRIVERS AND RADIO EQUIPMENT, EMBASSY BEIRUT SENT ELIAS 
SEMAAN OF BEIRUT EXPRESS TO SIDON THIS AFTERNOON WITH A 
CERTIFICATION (ADDRESSED TO MAJOR AHMET BOUTARY, COMMANDER 
LEBANESE ARMY IN SOUTHERN REGION) THAT RADIOS AND BATTERIES 
INTENDED FOR SOLE OFFICIAL USE OB EMBASSY. DOCUMENT ALSO 
REQUESTED RELEASE OF RADIO GEAR, VEHICLES AND DRIVERS. 

2. AT 2100 HOURS MR. SEMAAN RETURNED BEIRUT AND REPORTED 

TO EMBASSY THAT HE HAD MET WITH AN LAA MAJOR (NOT BOUT ARY) 

AT EIN EL HILWI CAMP NEAR SIDON AND HAD DELIVERED CERTIFICATION. 

3. SEMAAN REPORTED THE MAJOR TO BE UNCOOPERATIVE STATING 
THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THE CERTIFICATION TO BE GENUINE, THAT 
THE U.S. EMBASSY BEIRUT HAD EVACUATED ITS STAFF WITH 
EXCEPTION OF MSG'S AND CONSEQUENTLY HAD NO NEED OF RADIOS. 

LAA MAJOR FURTHER STATED THAT HE BELIEVES ONE OF DRIVERS 
DETAINED (HABRA-A MARONITE CHRISTIAN) TO BE PHALLANGIST AGENT 
SMUGGLING ILL-GOTTEN RADIOS TO CHRSTIAN FORCES. 
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4. MAJOR INSISTED HE WOULD NOT RELEASE DRIVERS OR RADIOS 
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WITHOUT DIRECT ORDER FROM A SUPERIOR OFFICER, PRESUMABLY 
BOUTARY, WHOSE WHEREABOUTS HE CLAIMED NOT TO KNOW. 

5. THIS POINT SEMAAN WAS ASKED TO LEAVE. 

6. FYI - SEMAAN SAW BUT DID NOT SPEAK WITH TWO DRIVERS. 

HE SAID THEY WEARED BRUISED BUT NOT BADLY BEATEN. 

7. SEMAAN AGAIN ATTEMPTING. THROUGH BEIRUT EXPRESS FATAH 
CONTACTS. TO SECURE RELEASE OF DRIVERS AND RADIO GEAR. 

8. WILL ADVISE DEVELOPMENTS. 

SEELYE 
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